






















































TABLE XI-A 

DISTRIBUTION OF PLA.NT EQUIPMENT 

First Second Third . :fifth-- Sixth Seventh Traffic Garage TOTAL 
. -. 

Original cost of Bldgo $340aooo $13Sgooo $22,320 $85,248 $84.980 -- -- $2. 
_(Not including land) 

Year Built 1930 - 1953 1937 1904 1927 1928 

Pop. of Diste 109¥000 l20.QOOO 104.500 122, soo 85,000 149,000 -- -- 690.000 
-

Area in Square Miles 15.51 7 .. 94 ?o45 l4o66 21.69 -- 72.17 

Number of Ambulances l 1 1 1 0 1 
_ _, 

1 6 

CombD Amb.-Patrol Wagons 2 2 1 1 1 1 -- 4 12 

Number of Automobiles 10 9 5 7 5 12 10 63 121 1'\) 
\J"I. 

Number of Station Wagons -- 1 1 l 2 2 -- 2 9 

Number of MOtorcycles _ .. ... _ _ ... -- -- 58 -- 58 

Number of Servi-cars -- -- -- - -- -- 28 -- 28 

Number of Police 
__ s 223 248 209 192 151 294 - -- 1,317 

Boxes with lights 192 112 113 61 40 71 -- -- 589 

Number of Burglary Alann 
Stat).ons 20 -- 1 l 2 1 - -- 25 

Other Mecp. Equip& (Trucks) -- 1 2 -- -- -- _.,. -- 3 

Police Motor Boats -- -- -- 1 -- -- -- -- l 

*Estimate December 31, 1955 
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TABLE XI ... B 

POLICE DEPARTMENT EXPENDITURES 

Salaries and Wages -
Supplies, Materials & Services 
Fixed Charges 
Additional Eq~pment 
Replgcement Equipment 
Special Funds 

TOTA.L 

TABLE XI-C 

1954 

$7,803,547 
354,815 

531 
38., 923 

127 J) 265 
190,869 

$8,515., 950 

CASH RECEIPTS BY POLICE DISTRICT 

District 1 
District 2 
District 3 
District 5 
District 6 
District 7 
Traf fie Bureau 

Bail Appearence Bonds 
Inventories 

$182,194 .. 85 
170,479.14 
132.541.,68 
192,957.51 
ll0,893o80 
116., 324o89 
2lll>067 .. 13 

$1,116D459.00 

Night Parking 
Permits 

$87J)922 .. 00 
79"122.,00 
89,198.00 
98.,114eOO 
42,080.00 
38.,228 .. 00 -,, 

$4-34 , 664 .. 00 

1222. 
·$8,178,687 

373,688 
124 

38.o0'95 
126.o695 
1622 553 

$8,879~842 

Total 

$270,116 .. 85 
249,601.14 
221,739 .. 68 
291D07le51 
152,973.80 
154.,552.89 
211 11 067 o1J 

$1, 551,123 eOO 
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TABLE XII-A 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS - 1955 

Ail Non- Property Total Total 
TY'pe of Accident Accidents Fatal Fatal Damage Killed Injured -
Collision of Motor 
Vehicle with~ 

lo Pedestrian 1176 32 llL4 32 1207 

2. other Motor Vehicles 13451 8 2060 11383 9 2900 

3. Railroad train 18 12 6 15 

4o Street car 78 19 59 26 

So Animal-drawn vehicle 

6o Bicycle 178 1 172 5 1 177 

7. Animal 

8o Fixed object 1179 4 401 774 4 539 

9o Other object 

10. Overturned in rbadway .;. 

lL Ran off roadway ..!. ... 

12. Other non-collision J. 

l)e MOTOR VEHICLE 
16080 45 3808 12227 -46 4864 TRAFFIC TOTAL 

l4 o R.R. not with Motor Vehicle l 1 1 

15 .. Street car-not with Mot. V eh. 4 7 ... 4 

16. Other not with Motor Vehicle 25 21 1 25 

l7o TOTAL TRAFFIC 16110 45 3837 12228 4.6 4894 
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TABLE XII-B 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS* 

BY AGE GROUP AND RACE 

PERSONS KILlED 
~ . - -

--ALL PERSONS . PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS 
Total ,Male Female Total . . Male. Female Total Male Female 

1 .. o-4 years 3 3 ) 3 

2e S-9 years 2 1 1 2 1 1 

3o 10-14 years 

4o lS-19 years 2 2 1 1 

So 20-24 years 1 1 -
6,; 2S-J4 years ] 3 

7e 35-44 years 2 1 1 1 1 

8 .. 4S-S4 years s s 2 2 

9o SS-64 years 9 6 3 7 s 2 

10 .. 65-74 years 10 6 4 10 6 4 

11. 7S and over 9 6 3 6 4 2 1 1 
• ' . - . # 

TOTAL PERSONS 46 31 lS 32 19 13 1 1 

12 .. White 44 30 14 30 18 . 12 1 1 

13o Negro 2 1 l 2 1 1 

14 .. Other 

TOTAL PERSONS: 46 31 lS 32 19 13 1 1 

*T·ables include motor vehicle traffic accidents onlyo 
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TABLE XII-C 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS* 

BY AGE GROUP AND RACE 

PERSONS INJURED 

ALL PERSONS PEDESTRIANS BICYCLISTS 
Total _Male Female Total Male .Female Total Male Female 

lo o-4 years 357 209 148 181 129 52 1 1 

2 ~ 5-9 years 472 291 181 276 173 103 36 32 4 

)o 10-14 years 271 189 82 72 41 31 ill 98 13 

4 .. 15-19 years 507 312 195 5o 22 28 17 17 

5o 20-24 years 528 335 193 53 27 26 

6e 25-34 years 821 486 335 89 56 33 1 1 

7. 35-44 years 567 329 238 78 49 29 

8 .. 45-54 years 474 228 246 102 57 45 

9o 55- 64 years )64 I 191 173 119 '81 38 1 1 
) 

lOo 65-74 years 212 108 104 88 56 32 

lL 75 and over 76 41 35 41 26 15 

12o Not stated 215 143 72 58 42 16 10 10 

TOTAL PERSONS- 4864 2862 2002 1207 759 448 177 158 19 

13 .. White 4451 2585 1866 1065 662 403 164 145 19 

14 .. Negro 409 274 135 142 97 45 13 13 

15 .. Other 4 3 1 

TOTAL PERSONS 4864 2862 2002 1207 759 448 177 158 19 

*Tables include motor vehicle traffic accidents onlyo 
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TABLE XII-D 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS* 

HOUR OF DAY . 

All Fatal 
Accidents Accidents 

1. Midnight to 12:59 A.M. 0 • . 0 0 0 " " " 0 0 0 0 " " 2 .. lgOO AoMo to 1:59 A.M. " 0 0 • 0 • . . 0 0 0 " • • 0 

486 3 
464 2 

3. 2:00 A.M. to 2:59 A.M. 0 • 0 0 • . . 0 " 0 . 0 0 468 2 
4. 3:00 A.M .. to 3:·59 A.M. • 0 0 0 0 0 0 . " 0 0 • 0 280 2 
5 .. 4:00 A.M. to 4 :·59 A.M. 0 0 • • 0 . 0 0 • 0 • .. 0 .. • 130 1 
6e 5:00 A.M. to 5:59A.M .. .. • 0 0 • 0 • • .. 0 • 0 0 0 0 

1 .. 6:.00 A?M• to 6:.-59 A.M. 0 . • • 0 . 0 0 • • • 0 0 • • 
B. 1~00 AQM. to 7:·59 AoMo ft 0 0 0 . • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

103 
360 2 
628 

9o 8~00 A.M .. to 8:59 A.M. 0 0 .. • • 0 0 0 ft 0 0 0 " 0 0 552 
10. 9:.00 A.M. to 9:59 A.M. 0 • . . • • 0 • . 0 • • 0 ' 0 • 
11. lOsOO A.M. to 10s59 A.M. 0 • • . 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 

12. 1lg00 A.M. to 11:59 A~M .. 0 • 0 . 0 . • 0 • • • . • .. 
13. Noon to 12:59 P.M. 0 • . . . . • . . • 0 0 

482 
6o4 3 
685 
664 1 

14. 1:00 P.M. to 1:59 P.M. . . . 0 . . 0 794 l 
15. 2:00 P.M. to 2:59 P.M. 0 0 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 0 0 • 0 0 0 868 3 
16., 3:00 P.M. to 3:59 P .. M. .. 0 0 • 0 0 . 0 " . 0 0 0 0 0 1288 2 
17 .. 4s:OO P.M. to 4:59 P .. M. 0 0 0 . 0 • 0 0 .. .. 0 • . 0 0 1648 5 
18 .. 5~00 P.M. to 5:59 P.M. 0 • 0 . • • • 0 0 0 " • • 0 " 1362 6 
19. 6gOO P.M .. to 6:59 P.M. 0 • 0 0 • • 0 0 . 0 0 .. 0 . 0 841 3 
20o 7800 P.M. to 7::59 P.M. 0 . 0 . . 0 0 • • . 0 0 0 0 0 9o6 3 
21o 8g00 P.11., to 8:59 P .. M. 0 0 0 0 " • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 696 2 
22 .. 9g00 P.M., to 9:59 P.M. 0 . 0 . 0 0 0 0 0 " " " 0 0 " 662 l 
23o l0g00 P.M. to 10:59 P.M. 0 0 . • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 .. 538 2 
24. 11zOO PoMo to 11:59 P.M. • • • • 0 0 0 0 0 • 538 1 
25o Not stated • 0 • • . 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 . 0 0 " 0 0 0 0 • 33 ·-

' ' 

TOTAL ACCIDENTS 16080 45 

*Table includes motor vehicle traffic accidents only., 
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TABLE XII-E 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS:f 

BY DAY OF WEEK 
All Fatal 

Accidents Accidents 

Monday~ • . • .. • . " 0 • • .. • . • • • • • • . • • 2159 6 
Tuesday .. 0 .. 0 0 . 0 e 0 .. .. • " .. " e • . 0 • • • 2037 6 
Wednesday " 0 • .. • .. .. 0 • .. 0 0 • • 0 • • • 6 • • 1918 6 
Thur.sday. .. .. • " 0 0 0 • 0 • 0 -. 0 • 0 • • • • • • 2043 3 
Friday., • 0 " 0 • 0 6 • e • 0 0 • 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 • • 2578 8 
Saturday. • e 0 0 e " • 0 0 0 0 0 e 0 0 .. 6 • 0 " • 2955 7 
Sunday. . • . • . • . • • • • 0 • . 0 0 6 • 0 • • • .ll2Q _J_ 

TOTAL ACCIDENTS 16080 45 

TABLE XII-F 

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS* 

BY LIGHT CONDITION 

Daylight. • . 6 . 0 0 • 0 • • 0 ~ . • • • 0 

Dusk or dawn. • 0 . . . • 0 • 0 0 0 • 0 • • 
Darkness--street lights 0 • 0 • • • . . 0 . 
Darkness-.:.no street lights. • . . 0 . .. 
Darkness--lighting not stated 0 • 0 .. 0 0 0 

Not stated., • 0 0 • 0 0 . • . 0 0 0 0 e • • 

TOTAL ACCIDENTS 

TABLE XII-G 

TYPE OF VEHICLE 

Passenger car 
Sanie..i-and trailer or house trailer 
Truck 
Truck and trailer 
'l'ruck tractor and semi~trailer 
Other truck combination 
Taxicab 
Bus 
Motorcycle 
Other vehicle 
Not stated 

TOTAL ACCIDENI'S 

0 • e e 

• • • 0 

• • • 0 

0 0 

0 • 0 0 

0 0 0 0 

ALL Fatal 
Accidents Accidents 

9318 17 
592 1 

5852 21 
210 5 

1 
107 1 

16080 45 

.U1 Fatal 
Accidents Accidents 

27001 

1916 

337 
26 

270 
380 
175 

801 

30906 

46 

4 

1 
3 

1 -
55 

12~ . Emergency vehicles included in above 132 

*Tables include motor vehicle traffic accidents only. 



Tl\BIE XII=H 
-

ANALYSIS OF TRAFFIC-ACCIDENTS - . -

Pec:ie-strian Accidents 

Pedestrian Actions Total Fe des- Killed and Injured -- Age - Se;K: 
P'edes- tr~ans - . .· . 65 & Not 
!-rians tilled 0-4 5-9 10-14 15~19 20=24 25~44 45=64 Over Stated Male Female 

' . ~ .. - ~ - -· - . - - . . , -.-- . . -- ... - . ~ - -
lao Crossin£ at intersection -- 239 2 12 19 15 11 15 44 67 '45 11 129 110 

with signal 

bo Same ':' against signal -90 1 4 14 6 6 2 10 23 12 13 59 31 

Co Same - no signal 208 11 5 35 10 10 9 25 56 50 8 118 90 

do Same = diagonally 27 2 4 7 2 ~ 1 4 2 4 2 20 7 

2 .. Crossing not at intersectiQn 361 9 91 131 17 11 12 35 34 ~ 6 236 125 w 
1'\) 

3o Coming from behind parked cars = = - - - - - = - - - ,.. 

4o Walking in roadway 19 2 3 1 = 4 3 5 1 2 - 13 6 

5. Standing in safety zone ~ - - - ~ - = 1 1 .... = 1 1 

6. Getting on or off street car 5 = = = - 2 - -2" 1 -= ... 4 1 

7o Getting on or off other vehicle 5 = 1 3 - -- - - - 1 ~ 5 

8. Working in roadway 5 = = - - -- 1 3 1 - - 5 

9. Playing in roadway 26 1 11 10 4 1 - d - - ~ lB 8 

10 .. Hitching on vehicle 2 ~ = - - 1 = 1 - = - 1 1 

11o Lying in roadway 

12o Not in roadway 5 = = = 3 = C> - 2 = - d 5 
-

13. Not stated .245 4 55 59 14 5 11 33 -33- 17 18 162 76 

TOTAL PEDESTRIANS 12-39 "-j2 . "186 -21-9-- 7i s-2 ·- 54- - --t6:3 -· ·22i ·is-s -· ·- ·sa · 718 461 
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TABLE XII-I 

SUMMARY OF ALL TRAFFIC ACCIDENTS REPORTED TO TI:lE POLICE 

DEPARTMENT FOR EIGHT YEARS BY, MON'lli, ENDING DECo 31, 1955 

MONTH 1948 1949 1950 1921 1922 192~ 1954 1222 

January 1782 1930 1647 2869 2416 2339 l921 1760 

Feoruary 1607 1735 1829 2161 1949 1471 1557 1935 

March 1377 1390 1947 2147 2150 1797 1809 1634 

April 1231 1439 1.728 1779 1599 1861 ~552 1625 

May .1403 1485 1688 1806 1737 2024 1756 1811 

June 1346 1437 1785 1775 1767 1744 1805 1904 

July 1359 1502 1771 1684 1742 1781 1709 1820 

August 1334 1481 1909 1763 1760 1893 1776 1799 

September 1339 1537 1730 1824 1743 1807 1710 1772 

October 1320 1664 1738 1967 1621 1640 1955 2039 

November 1439 1672 2062 2277 1818 1656 1866 1973 

December 1892 2375 3455 3309 2422 2200 2496 2337 

TOTAL 17429 19647 23289 2536:}. 22724 22213 21912 22409 
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TABLE XII~J 

COMPARISON OF MOTOR VEHICLE FATALITIES 
AND MOTCR VEHICLE REGISTRATION 

Total 
Motor Vehicle 
Fatalities 

66 

70 

65 

41 

56 

68 

61 

48 

49 

31 

53 

43 

51 

43 

48 

43 

50 

47 

61 

51 

46 

Registration of Motor Vehicles 

Number-of -Motor Vehicles Number of Motor Vehicles 
Licensed in the Licensed in the 

County of Milwaukee City of Milwaukee 

159,583 130,196 

179,432 147' 322 

186,770 153,765 

18i,587 147 p106 

187,706 152Q119 

197,528 161.671 

215,624 174,096 

180,254 148,543 

181.459 145.~~000* 

I-72,813 140~000* 

177.~~969 145.~~000* 

184,811 148,00()-:f-

208.394 160,000* 

221.~~916 170~629 

246,717 190"090 

264"606 203.~~061 

276,533 209,372 

281,358 208.~~857 

296,773 :?_12.316 

307,451 217,971 

319.~~071 230,680 

*Estimated 
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OFFICIAL CITATIONS - 1955 

CLASS "B" 

Patrolman George Ivkovich, First Police District.~~ July 6, 1955 = dove into the 
Juneau Park Lagoon and aided in the rescue of two adults when their row boat 
capsizedo He made numerous dive~ to locate a five year old girl who also had 
been in the boat. 

Patrolman Michael Nazeris, Traffic Bureau1 August 9, 1955 - dove into the Mil­
waukee River and rescued· a three year old boy who had fallen into the river. 

Patrolman Ralph Simon, 'rraffic Bureau, August 13, 1955 - dove into .the Milwaukee 
River and attempted to rescue a woman who had jumped into the River to commit 
suicide.. The woman sank from sight before the officer reached her but he never­
theless made several dives in an attempt to locate her but was unsuccessful .. 

CLASS "C" 

Patrolillan Roy Lucas, Traffic Bureau, May 26, 1955 - deliberately swerved his 
·motorcycle and dropped it to the road in order to avoi~ striking a woman pedes­
trian ·who had darted in front of him. He was thrown from the motorcycle and only 
inches away from an oncoming trolley bus .. 

- -

Patrolman Eugene Jashinsky and Patrolman Edward Raiter, First Police District, 
December l, 1955 - entered a smoke filled building and led three children and a 
woman to safety .. 

CLASS 11D11 

Patrolman Kenneth Darton and Patrolman John Dodge, Sixth Police District, June 7, 
1955 ~ These officers stopped a suspicious car with four men and through interro­
gation and investigation determined that these men were involved in several 
burglarieso The men were arrested and subsequently convicted. 

Patrolman James C. Koepkea First Police District" September 12, 1955 - rescued a 
woman from Lake Michigan after the woman had jumped in to commit suicide. The 
Officer was. aided by citizens who held him by the legs and lowered him over . a 
sea wall so that he was able to reach the woman. 

CLASS 19E" 

Patrolman Ben Wacker, Seventh Police District, May 18, 1955 = received a Class "E" 
Citation (Commendatory Letter) in recognition of his outstanding performance of 
duty in supplying vital information to FBI Agents which led to the apprehension 
of four persons wanted for a $13 11 000.00 holdup in Massachusetts. 



THE CHIEFS OF POL ICE OF THE 

MILWAUKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

(Since its formation as a uniformed force in the year 1855) 

William Beck* o • .. o oooeeeo-eee 0 0 0 

Colo Wo So Johnson* ., • Ol!teoe•ooo••o 

Oct., 4R 1855 to Octo l4g 1861 

Oct. 1861 to April 1862 

Herman L. Page* o e ., • ., • • o ., • ., .. ., ., o • April 1862 to April 1863 

William Beck* o • 0 0 0 0 .. 0 0 0 • • 0 • 0 0 0 April 1863 to April 1879 

Daniel Kennedy~r • • o ., • • .. • • • • • o o • o April 17 9 1879 to April 1880 

William Beck* .. o o 0 0 • 0 0 G 0 0 o o e o · O o April 20p 1880 to April 1882 

April 1882 to April 1884 Robert. Wasson* .. 0 0 0 " 0 • .. 0 " 0 0 0 0 0 " • 

Lemuel Ellsworth* • 0 • • 0 • 

Florian Ries* 0 ~ " .. " .. " .. 

John T. Janssen*• • 0 .. • • .. 

Jacob Laubenheimer* o o " .. 0 

" 0 • .. " 0 

" " " 0 0 " 
0 0 0 • 0 " 

e o o & o o 

0 e 0 

G G 0 

• 0 0 

0 G 0 

April 269 1884 to Feb., l6g 1885 

Feb'D. 189 1885 to Oct«> 99 1888 

Oct., 26J) 1888 to May 59 1921 

May 27 9 1921 to Aug., 239 1936 

Joseph T., Kluchesky o o .. o .. o o «> • " ~ • ., o Aug., 299 1936 to July 31 9 1945 

John Wo Polcyn .. " " o o o o o o o o • o o • o o Augo 1 9 1945 

*· Deceased 

OBITUARY 

Robert J. Zens 

Appointed Police Patrolman., • p o o o o ooettooe"oeeGJo 

Died. ., o ., ~ • o • o .. ., ., • 0 0 0 • 0 0000000000000 

Roman Todryk 

Appointed Police Patrolman o o o o • o o •• o ., • 

Promoted to Detective ................ .. 
0 0 0 0 0 0 Q 

a o 0 0 • 0 0 

Pied o .. • • _ o • o o o • • • o • o a • o o o o • e 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 

April 229 1949 
March 109 195~ 

o Januar.y 3g 1947 
.. January 69 1953 
., MB.rch 27 9 1955 
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HOW THE MILWAUKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT CAME INTO BEING 

Many things contribute to the efficiency of a Police Dep~rtment. 

Foremost in the list of contributor,v factors is the merit system as operative 
in this Department since 1888. The Chief has undisputed charge of the Department 
and guarantees every man in it fa~r and honest tre~tment9 but also quick punishment 
for anyone who breaks the code. This system came about in the above mentioned year 
as a result of a scandalD and at that time the irate citizens of Milwaukee demanded 
an honest and efficent police force. John T. Janssen was the first Police Chief 
under the merit system, and he served for 33 years. 

But, the fact that Milwaukee citizens took an interest way back in 1888 and 
demanded a good Police Department is probably the gr eatest reason for this Depart­
ment's present day success. _,Those citizens set a pattern of taking an interest, 
and that pattern has been followede Milwaukee citizens today take a great deal of 
interest in their ·Department 9 are proud of its fine reputation9 and are willing to 
help in any way possible. 

Honest courts are another reason for the police efficiency we know today. 

Volumes could be written about the many dramas that occurred throughout t he 
100 years of this Department's existence. Here we will endeavor to touch only upon 
the hight spots of a forgotten pasto 

LITTLE OR NO LAW ENFORCEMENT BEFORE 1855 

Citizens were responsible for the birth of this Department back in 18559 but 
for some 30 years 9 however 9 they were not able to do a grea.t deal to make the 
Department efficient. 

'When Milwaukee became a village in l834D i t had a town marshal; when it became 
a city9 it had a city marshal appointed by the person in power at the time. The 
marshal was not able to cope with the lawless element, and thieves» burglars, and 
robbers were finding the rapidly growing Milwaukee a good pl~ce to ply their illegal 
and lucrative trade. 

The county sheriff tried to keep the city crime down 9 but he didn°t have 
enough deputies in his department to handle the crime wave. One of the deputy 
sheriffs in the year 1851 was Herman L. Page. He tried a little detective work 
and caught a few robbers, and when he was elected sheriff in 1853, he was anixous 
to get expert detective work to catch the thieves that were still operating without 
much hindrance. 

Page engaged the services of an ex~New York detective named William Beck, and 
while in the status of a Deputy Sheriff» in little over a year 0s time» a windfall of 
criminrusheretofore unmoles ted# began serving terms in t he State Prison at Waupun. 

- I ~ 



The injection of the Sheriff 1s Office into this historical background is signif­
i cant, _and its connection will be brought out a little latero 

THE MILWAUKEE POLICE DEPARTMENT 1 S U.NHAPPY BIRTHDAY ON 
OCTOBER .4 2 1855 ' 

Up on ~mand of citizen 1s committees, at a meeting of the Common Council on a 
Monday evening, September 3, 1855, an ordinance for the creation of a police force 
was proposed by Alderman Powerso The ordinance was printed in the official papers 
of the ci ty ' the next day. There were 13 sections, and one of them made it the duty 
of t he citizens to assist the police when called upon. 

Milwaukee, for the most part, took that seriously and interpreted it to mean 
t hat t he citizens should also help the police whenever they could, without waiting 
to be c alle~ upon. 

The orUinance was passed after some amending, and on October 4, 1855, the 
Mi lwaukee Police Department began functioningo 

CHIEF WILLIAM BECK OCT 4, 1855 TO OCT 14, 1861 

WILLIAM BECK, former Deputy Sheriff and hero of Milwaukee's first wholesale 
c:riminal roundup, was chosen by Mayor James B. Cross and given the unanimous vote 
Qf th~ Common Council to take office as Milwaukee 1s first Chief of Police. His 
salary was set at $8oo.oo a year. 

Hi s complete force was to number six patrolmen, at $48o.oo per year. Chief 
Beck set about hand·picking his patrolmen according to size and fighting ability. 
To ~rrest a man in those days it was nearly always necessary to whip him first • . 
'l'b.e first--sixpolicemen in Milwaukee were constan:tly- seen with black eyes, bruised 
cheeks~ and split iips. They earned their $4o.oo a month, the hard way. Murders 
were reduced t o practically nothing; thugs qui t pr owling the streets at night 
l ying ~n wait for prosperous looking individuals, and citizens began writing 
letters of pr aise about the battered and br uised policemen and the fine work they 
were doing,. 

Today 0s history would not be complete without a salute to the memory of the 
si x fathers of the 1,283 patrolmen on duty t odaye Their names and deeds are 
inscribed upon the rolls of this Department 0s records~ 

Fr ed Keppler 
J ohn Hardy 

STAlE RECOGNITION IN 1859 

Geor ge Frische 
James Rice 

La G~ Ryan 
David Couglin 

In 1859 the Wisconsin Legislature confirmed the city ordinance that created 
the -Pol,ice Depar tment o Headquart ers had been moved from the first small office 
~t what is now East Wisconsin Avenue at North Water Street to the new station at 
North Broadway just north of East Mason Street. 

Chief Beck 0s stormy career, handled with skill and honest y, continued 
t hrough -two -incidents of wholesale riot caused by failure of banks to recognize 
script moneyg and upon another occasion, a lynching of a Negro accused of stabbing 
two peopl e. These two sad occasions forced the resignati on of Chief Beck, but 
his retirement from police work was short-livedo 

- II= 



CHIEF W. S. JOHNSON OCTOBER 1861 TO APRIL 1862 

Colonel-W~ S$ J_ohnson was appointed Beck 6 s successor. His tenure was the 
shortest of any Chiefs$ lasting a little more than six monthse His reason for 
resignation was that he did not like the jobo 

CHIEF HERMAN Lo PAGE APRIL 1862 TO APRIL 1863 

Herman L. Page was appointed Chief of Police after Johnson 9s resignation. 
He was the former sheriff who had called Beck from the farm to help clean up the 
city as a deputy sheriff in 1853.. Chief Page 'i:mmediately made Beck his First 
Lieutenant and Peter Smith his Second Lieutenant. 

RE-ENTER - CHIEF WILLIAM BECK APRIL 1863 TO APRIL 1879 

In 1863 Beck was made Chief again and he served until 1879. Then he was 
tossed out by a Mayor$ newly electedo 

CHIEF DANIEL KENNEDY APRIL 17. 18?9 TO APRIL 1880 

Upon election of Mayor Tom Brown~ Chief Kennedy was oustedQ 

RE-ENTER CHIEF WILLIAM BECK APRIL 20, 1880 TO APRIL 1882 

Under Chief Beck 1 s "in and out" tenure had come some semblance of a police 
force. The next mayorality election closed the career of a colorful character , 
who deserves great credit for launching and fighting for a fine departmento 

CHIEF ROBERT WASSON APRIL 1882 TO APRIL 1884 

Robert Wasson served for two years after the next mayorality election .. 

CHIEF LEMUEL ELL~~RTH ~PRI~_26, 1884 TO FEB 162 1885 

Chief Lemuel Ellsworth succeeded Wasso~ for a short time but left after 
ugly r~ors had been spread about himo 

CHIEF FLORIAN J. RIES FEB 18. 1885 TO CX:T 92 1888 

Chief Florian Ries took over after Ellsworth 6s departure serving until 1888. 

SPOILS SYSTEM OVERTHROWN 

With the termination of Chief Ries 6 tenureg public indignation rose to 
almost uncontrollable proportions. A delegation was sent to Madison late in 1888 
demanding that a state law be passed to take the Police and Fire Department out 
of politics. 

Relenting to pressures brought by organizations. the legislature passed a 
law creating a Police and Fire Commission-with net result; the Police Department 
has been growing in size, power~ respect~ and efficiency ever sinceo 

- III ... 



CHIEF JOHN T. JANSSEN OCT 26 0 1888 TO MAY 5e 1921 

The first Chief to serve under the new laws which gave him real authority» 
was John To Janssen who has been called the father of the Milwaukee Metropolitan 
Police Departmento He was one of the great American Police Chiefs» and he 
started gathering honors for the Milwaukee Department soon after he took commando 

Janssen was born in Germany on August 14» 1855. With his parents, he came 
to America at a very early age» and after an adventurous boyhood» joined the 
Milwaukee Police Department in 1877 when he was 22 years of agee He was promoted 
from Patrolman to -Detective in a short time» and then in two years» to Lieutenant. 
In 1884g with a change of administrationg there was an attempt to reduce him to 
the ra.Dk -of Detective.- Janssen quit» swearing the Department needed a firm hand 
and a way out of the hands of politicians. 

·He ent-ered the service of the Railwayj) and it was from his railroad position 
that he was called to become Chief of Police of Milwaukee in 1888 at age 33. 

With the beginning of his long reign as Chief (33 years) startling revisions 
~nsofar as political influence within the Department were felto Upon occasions. 
Mayors» Aldermen, and State Legislators learne'd quickly that he would brook no inter­
ference from them within the Department. 

The Milwaukee Police Department rose to great heights. It was during Chief 
Janssenus term that through his efforts the Wisconsin Chiefs of Police Association 
w~s es~ablishedo Great strides in identification work were made. 

~lwaukee won fame under Janssen -~ an honest» efficientj) Police Chief who 
~r~ineq men to follow in his footstepso It is significant at this time to notes 
that everyone who has served as Chief since the Janssen regime» received his train­
ing -unaer this great Chief. All have paid homage to Janssen and give thanks for the 
discipline and training they receivedo 

So it was on May 7 D ·1921» that due to failing health" Chief Janssen retiredg 
to be succeeded by a man whom he had groomed for 22 years to take his place. 

CHIEF JACOB LAUBENHEIMER JR. MAY 21 9 1921 TO AUG 23" 19J§. 

Jacob Laubenheimer Jro began his police career at the age of 19 as a Clerk­
Stenographer. Police work was not exactly new, to ~. he had grown up with ito 
His father» at the time of his appointment to the Department~) was a Captain of Police 
in Milwaukee for many yearso 

Laubenheimer9 the elder9 was an Inspector of Police when his_ son and namesake 
was made Chief in 1921., . Jacob Sr~ was one or:-the finest ·law enforcem~ officers 
in police history a He served actively with the force for 48 yearsj) - and-was Assistant 
Chief under his son until a few months before he died at the age of 79o 

Under Chief Janssen 8s tutilage6 
11 Jake" was put through the police school of 

tihard knock$11 having served as a foot patrolman in the roughest sections of Milwaukee 
and later as a Detective from which rank he was promoted to Chief on May 27 9 192lo 
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Great strides in Identification work were made Wlder his direction as well as 
an efficient traffic department establishedo Perhaps~ : the greatest innovation of 
Chief Laubenheimer's career -was tne creation of the Police Training School that 
became the model of police schools all over the nationo 

-Captain Cloyd McGuire became the -principal of the school~ and he continued in 
that capacity until Hubert Eo Dax (present Inspector and Assistant Chief) was put · 
in command in February of l935o Dax had been assigned as pistol instructor while 
he still was a sergeant, then, as a lieutenant, had been made the assistant in 
charge of the school and was put in full command as Captain of Police~ 

This police school under Dax became world famous and continues to be world 
famous under Deputy Inspector R~ond Dahl. 

While Laubenheimer was Chief~ the administration offices were moved from the 
old Headquarters on North Broadway and East Wells Streets to the Safety Building 
at North -Eighth and West State Streets~ a part of the Civic Centero The building 
also housed the Sheriff 9s Department, the District Attorney 9s Officeg the County 
Jail, Criminal Courts3 the Morgue and a few other county officeso 

It was here that Chief Laubenheimer died at his desk, in harne ss, in 1936. 

CHIEF JOSEPH KLUCHESKY AUG 29a 1936 TO JULY 31 9 1945 

Chief Kluchesky, a career policeman~ who got his start under Ch~ef Janssen, 
was appointed Chief of Police upon the death of Laubenheimer in 1936. The program 
of motorization of the Department instituted in Laubenheimer 1 s time, was continued 
under the direction of this ex~ traffic patrolman and Mayor 9 s boqyguard. 

From the rank of Sergeant, Kluchesky was promoted to the post of Superintendent 
of the Bureau of Identification9 wherein he continued lmtil his appointment to the 
position of Chief of the Departmento· Kluchesky served until 1945 when he retired 
on annuity~ and for a short time thereafter 9 he lectured throughout the country on 
subjects pertaining to better understanding between races. 

CHIEF JOHN V>To POLCYN. APPOINTED AUGUST 1. 1942_ 

John Wo Polcyn was appointed Chief on August l~ 1945p after the sudden resig= 
nation of his predecessoro Polcynp an ex-marine Sergeant 9 began his career on the 
Milwaukee Police Department on April lp l916P as a patrolmano 

In those days~ it was might.y difficult to get advancement on the Police 
Department quicklyo He was one of the very few military men on the force» and he 
not only served as a patr olman9 but also trained recruits in regulation drill and 
helped teach discipline a.nd the kind of neatness as to uniforms that he had been 
accustomed to in the Marine CorpsG He didn 9t get to enter a competitive examination 
for promotion until 1923$ wherein out of 78 candidates9 he came out number oneo He 
was appointed a Sergeant on October 9.o 1923 9 and assigned to traffic dutya There~ 
after.!> he devised a plan whereqy utilization of the complete width of Wisconsin 
Avenue broke a bottleneck traffic jam that had existed for yearso 



In the summer of 1928D Sergeant Polcyn took a promotional examination for ·the 
position of Lieutenant, and placed first in competition with 56 other candidates. 
He was appointed a Lieutenant, September 5, 1928, and served in several precinct 
stations until he was appointed Captain in command of the Headquarters precinct, the 
largest 'unit of the Department, on November 16, 1934. 

On August 1, 1945, John WG Polcyn was appointed Chief of Police by the Fire and 
Police Commission. Modernization of the Department was immediately stepped up, and 
a chain of radical and heretofore unknown changes evolved over the period of yearso 

To name a few: 

The establishment of the Youth Aid Bureau whose purpose to this day is to assist 
in the curbing of delinquency and the training of youths to become better citizens., 

Creation of the Personnel Bureau, a place where all ranks can air their difficul­
t ies pertaining to the job.. (Morale problems have been all but eliminated since organi­
zation of this bureau.,) 

Activation of a Narcotics Squad to curb any attempt to seduce the youth of Mil­
waukee into the vicious drug habit. 

Successfully inaugurating the one-man squad patrols and combination squad and 
ambulance duty programso Initiating two-tone colored cars for squad duty. 

Due to the heavy increase of motor vehicle registrations in the City of Milwaukee 
and the lack of off street parking facilities,. telephone requests for permission to 
park vehicles on the streets at night became so heavy as to completely saturate our 
communication facilities to the extent that emergency calls could not be put through. 
As ·a result of this situation, Chief John W. Polcyn created the night parking fee 
system -- the first of its kind in the United States. Under this plan8 motorists who 
desire to park their cars on the city streets are required to pay a night parking 
permit fee of $4.00 per months This system was created on May 1, 1950, and to date 
over $2, OOOji·OOO has been collected in such night parking permit fees., This money 
has been ear-marked for the construction of off street parking facilitieso 

Pioneering of the Police Aide Program facilitating apprenticeship for youngsters 
desiring to become policemen. 

Establishment of a Special Intelligence Squad to curb any attempt by organized 
or syndicated crime from gaining a foothold in this city. 

Establishment of a liaison force with the courts, and mutual cooperation ext ended 
in allowing stipulated minor traffic cases to be heard at one time eliminating the need 
of each individual officer testifying. 

Formulation of a program of race relations and publication of the booklet "A 
Guide to Understanding Race and Human Relations" used extensively throughout the nation. 

Establishment of a 40 hour week for the personnel of this Depart ment. 
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These are but a few of the ttmorale lifts" that have occurred during the tenu,re 
of this foresighted Chief. He has been honored on many occasions in the past 9 and 17 
individual awards by civic, fraternal 9 religious 9 and military organizations have 
beE3n conferred upon him. It is with extreme- pride that -he recall-s the tribitte paid 
the Department~ as well as himself» oy the United States Senate Crime Commission 
during their hearings in 1951 at which time he was singled out before an audience of 
approximately 20,000,000 television viewers and radio listeners as being the out~ 
standing Chief of the foremost Department in the United States. This recognition 
was paid him and the Department in the personages of UQ Sa Senator Estes Kefauver, 
J -. Edgar Hoover, DirectorD Federal Bureau of Investigation~ and Uo ·so Attorney 
General Clark. Upon another occasion in 1952p Bruce Smith 9 renowned Director of the 
Institute of Public AdministrationD reported in a survey he had been conducting» 
that the Milwaukee Police Department was the finest Metropolit an Department in the 
United States. 

No single Chief in the history of this Department has done more to perpetuate 
harmonious relationships between the administrative and enforcement level of this 
Department. 

Chief Polcyn gives ·Milwaukeesu citizens a great deal of credit for Milwaukee 1s 
reputation of being one the best policed cities in the world, and the citizens of 
Milwaukee give Chief Polcyn a great deal of credit for being a hard working9 clear 
thinking, ambitious Chief who wants to keep Milwaukee absolutely free from crime 
and as nearly perfect in police protection as it is possible for a city to beo 

This has been only an outline of the history of t he world famous Milwaukee 
Police Department in its first one hundred years. To give the whole history, many 
books would be needed. 

No list of crimes solved has been made here, but during that century there 
have been thousands of stories of finep courageous police work, the capturing of 
desperate men and cr~inals9 handling of riots and troubles, but the greatest boast 
of the Police Department is not that it catches a lot of criminals 0 but that i t 
keeps professional criminals out of Milwaukee and prevents crime == keeps the city 
a safe community in TiVhich to live and bring up a family. 

Throughout most of the century9 the Milwaukee Police Department has conducted 
itself in such a manner as to warrant the trust9 faith» and confidence of i ts 
citizens. As a result9 there has been an amazing understanding of police by the 
citizens, and the citizens have cooperated with -t he Department in helping to keep 
Milwaukee a decent.o law-abiding conununity. 
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